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MINES SAFETY 

Statement 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.59 pm]: Thank 
you, Mr President. I want to make a few brief comments about this matter. It seems that these days there are 
people who want to get themselves a headline out of mines safety. To get things in proper perspective, the rate of 
fatalities in the mining industry has been steadily declining for probably the whole history of mining in Western 
Australia, and lost-time injuries have also been steadily declining over many years. Indeed, in the second half of 
last year the mining industry was the fifth most dangerous industry in Australia. Four other industries were more 
dangerous for fatalities than the mining industry. For reasons that escape me, whenever there is a problem within 
the mining industry, people such as Hon Robin Chapple seek to get a front-page story in the Kalgoorlie Miner by 
making comments that are misleading, to say the least. A story said that Mr Chapple has put all these issues to 
the minister by way of a parliamentary question and he has not been given an answer. The question was put on 
notice on the last day that we sat. As members know, when questions go on notice they do not get answered until 
the Parliament resumes, so I had not had a chance to even answer the question let alone respond to what he said 
to the Kalgoorlie Miner. The member has just got to try to play the game according to the rules. If he wants to 
make those sorts of statements, he must accept the fact that sometimes he will get it wrong, and on this occasion 
he got it wrong. What Hon Robin Chapple is saying is that because people are putting notes onto blogs and all 
the rest of it and they have various bits of paper that he is churning out, somehow or other they reflect the vast 
majority of people who work in the mining industry. That person has not written me a letter. That person has not 
sent me a note saying that he is being bullied; indeed, the manager of KCGM was reported in a newspaper today 
as saying that in his view no bullying is taking place on that site. 

Hon Alison Xamon interjected. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I have heard that member. She did not want to have a royal commission but just a 
judicial inquiry, because she just does not understand what is going on. She was here last year when we passed 
legislation to enable this government to go to full cost recovery in respect of mine safety. She put her hand up to 
that. I told her what we were going to be doing. We are going to go to a risk-based work safety system in the 
mining industry. Hon Robin Chapple was asking to stick with the old traditional, tick-a-box system that has been 
around for the past 150 years. He also wants the government to employ thousands of inspectors so that there is 
one standing behind every employee on every mine site in case the employee does something wrong. How stupid 
can someone get? We are moving ahead on safety in this state. We have made the hard decisions that were not 
made by anyone before us. We made the decision that we would have full cost recovery from the industry, which 
would raise enough money to provide twice as many inspectors, but they will not be standing behind every 
worker on every mine site; they will be making sure that the companies work out what the risks are on each site 
and put in place the mechanisms and the processes — 

Hon Alison Xamon interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: What a squawker! Just settle down. It is the end of the day and we do not need any 
more squawking. 

It is a new way of doing business in the mining industry. It is not a new way of doing business elsewhere. 
Virtually every other industry in the country has a risk-based safety approach, and that is the way we are headed. 
The mining industry has been left behind. I am not going to take the blame for it either, because I only just got 
into the job and have started to fix it up, and it is getting fixed up. But I do not have the money just yet to employ 
the countless new inspectors that we need. We do not need them to operate in the same way that they have done 
for the past 100 years. There is a new way of doing business and I suggest the member read a bit about it to 
understand what it is about. However, let me just say this in conclusion: if a particular individual person working 
on a mine site believes that he is being bullied or there are unsafe work practices on that site, he can come and 
tell me any time that he likes and I will deal with it. But if the member wants me to close down mine sites, then 
he should say that too. I say the same to Hon Jon Ford. If he wants the Perseverance Mine at Leinster closed, he 
should say so, but he should not just snipe away on the sidelines, as his leader has, suggesting that somehow or 
other there is a major crisis in mine safety that never existed before, because one mine has a problem. If he wants 
it closed, he should just say so. As far as I am concerned the mine will close if the State Mining Engineer says 
that mine is unsafe. That is when it will close, and it closed last year when there was a seismic event and men 
were trapped underground. It was closed until such time as the State Mining Engineer—not I, the State Mining 
Engineer—made the decision that the mine was safe to reopen and that is what happened.  

The fatality the other day is extremely regrettable but it had nothing to do with the seismic event that happened 
last year; it had nothing to do with it at all—it was quite independent of that and quite separate from that 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 20 April 2010] 

 p1326b-1328a 
Hon Norman Moore 

 [2] 

particular incident. Therefore, to suggest that somehow or other the two have some relationship is to 
misunderstand what happens at a mine site. However, if the Labor Party and the Greens (WA) believe these 
mines should be closed, they should just say so and tell those people who work there that they are so concerned 
about their welfare that they think they should lose their jobs. We will make the right decisions about these 
matters. We have bitten the bullet and we are making dramatic and significant changes to mine safety in Western 
Australia. However, let us also put this into perspective; it is not the most dangerous industry in Australia at all. I 
think, in fact, agriculture probably is. Certainly, manufacturing is more dangerous than the mining industry, so 
just put it in the right perspective. As I said to Hon Robin Chapple, if members know people who have a 
particular problem, tell them to write me a letter and I will deal with it. 
 


